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Training Seminar 

Forensic Fire Explosion 
Death Investigation 

“Fire Fatality” 

Instructor: 
Louis Shawn Phillips 

IFSAC-CFI, NBFSPQ-CFI, IAAI-CFI(V), FIT, ECT, CI, NAFI-CFEI, CVFI, CIPBI, 
CHMS, CFI-I, CFI-II, FCLS, GIFireE 

Shawn is an internationally recognized forensic expert in fire origin, causation and responsibility, 
explosion post-blast investigation/ analysis, and fraud investigation/ analysis with more than two 
decades of experience.  Shawn is a retired career public servant, serving on the federal, state 
and local level.  His experience in forensic fire/ explosion investigation/ analysis and fraud 
investigation/ analysis is a blend of education, training and on-scene experience as an 
investigator and supervisor, conducting routine and complex investigations, tests and 
experiments.   
Shawn has provided forensic subject matter expert investigative services for insurers, third-party 
administrators, self-insured corporations, government, and law firms.  He has led a team of 
forensic experts as the National Fire Investigations Manager/ SIU Specialist for the largest private 
investigations firm in the world.  Shawn has conducted and/or supervised the investigation of over 
2,000 fire/ explosion events resulting in multi-million-dollar losses, multiple fatalities, and serious 
bodily injuries. He has conducted over 1,500 technical reviews of expert fire/explosion analyses.  
Shawn holds multiple international and national certifications as a Certified Fire Investigator, Post
-Blast Investigator, Insurance Fraud Investigator, Code Inspector, and Hazardous Materials/ 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Specialist.  To date, Shawn has completed over 4,500 hours of 
specialized training courses conducted by international/ national organizations and public safety 
academies.  
Shawn has lectured at numerous venues as a subject matter expert in Forensic Fire/Explosion 
Investigation, Post-Blast Investigation, Hazardous Materials, Weapons of Mass Destruction, 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Investigation, and Property Fraud Special Investigations. 
Shawn currently provides forensic subject matter expert/ technical services in the areas of 
serious injury/ death investigations involving fire/ explosion events and complex fraud 
investigation/ analysis involving arson, economic profit schemes, and medicolegal death 
investigation throughout the United States and abroad.   
His greatest accomplishment is the life he shares with his wife of 20 years, Heather and his 
daughter Peyton. 

 

March 7 & 8, 2019 
Thorsby, Alabama 

Register online at: www.patc.com 
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Sponsored By: 

Thorsby Fire Department 
Thorsby, Alabama 

 

Training Conference 

March 12-14, 2019 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
 

~  2 WAYS TO REGISTER ~ 

Course Name 

Seminar 

ID # 
Start End Fee 

 
Search Warrant Major Case 
Investigation 
 

16013 Mar 12 Mar 13 $325 

Homicide and Questioned 
Death Scene 

16011 Mar 12 Mar 14 $350 

Officer Involved Shooting-3 Day 16009 Mar 12 Mar 14 $350 

First Line Supervision: Leadership 
and Management Skills 

16010 Mar 12 Mar 14 $350 

Practical Kinesic Interview, Phase I 16012 Mar 12 Mar 14 $350 

Investigative Techniques Using 
Social Networking Sites 

16187 Mar 12 Mar 14 $350 

Effective School Resource 
Leaders Program 

16188 Mar 12 Mar 14 $350 

Phone: 1-800-365-0119 - Our representatives will gladly assist you 

Online: www.patc.com  



Names of Attendees  1. 

 
       2. 
 
       3. 
 
       4. 
 
Agency  
 

Invoice To Attn: 
(Must Be Completed) 

Address 
 
City            State         Zip 
 
Email 
 
Phone 
 

Fax 

Forensic Fire Explosion 
Death Investigation “Fire Fatality” 

Course Objectives: 

 

The scene of a fire/explosion event involving a death is complex 

requiring two separate but related investigations. The reports and 

testimony of a Certified Fire Investigator, Criminal Investigator 

(Municipal, County, State and Federal), Medicolegal Death 

Investigator, Insurance Investigator, and DA/AG Investigator 

concerning observation and findings at a fire/explosion death scene is 

vitally important to the successful conclusion of the investigation. A 

competent investigation of a fire death scene demands an 

understanding of investigative procedures, and appreciation of the 

“Why” of certain actions and close attention to detail in carrying them 

out. This two (2) day training will address the considerations, 

guidelines, and procedures that will comply with the standard of care 

for conducting a forensic fire/explosion scene death investigation and 

analysis. 

 

 Upon Successful Completion: 

 

Attendees will have been provided the skills and knowledge to: 

Describe the investigative considerations necessary for a fire/ 

explosion that caused injury. (NFPA 1033:4.4.1) 

Describe the investigative considerations necessary at a fatal fire/ 

explosion scene. (NFPA 1033:4.4.1) 

Identify and describe the fundamental issues of death investigation. 

(NFPA 1033:4.4.1)Describe the death-related pathological and 

toxicological examination of fire/ explosion victims. (NFPA 1033:4.4.1) 

Identify and describe postmortem documentation and tests. (NFPA 

1033:4.4.1) 

Describe and understand how the cause and manner of death are 

determined. (NFPA 1033:4.4.1) 

Conduct a competent fire death scene investigation based upon ASTM 

International E-1188 Standard Practice for Collection and Preservation 

of Information and Physical Items by a Technical Investigator. Secure 

a body as evidence. (NFPA 1033:4.4.1) 

Evaluate an injured victim for details about the fire scene. (NFPA 

1033:4.4.1) 

Evaluate a body for details about the fire scene. (NFPA 1033:4.4.1) 

 

NOTE: THIS TRAINING INCLUDES VERY GRAPHIC SERIOUS 

INJURY AND DECEDENT PHOTOGRAPHS. Disclaimer: The 

instructors, authors and Public Agency Training Council make no 

warranty, expressed or implied, to the students attending this 

training and accept no responsibility for its use or application. 

The student assumes sole responsibility for determining the 

appropriateness of any suggested methodology, calculation or 

investigative application; for any conclusions drawn from the 

results of its use, and for any actions taken or not taken as a 

result of analysis performed using this investigative training. 

Seminar Agenda 

Forensic Fire Explosion 
Death Investigation “Fire Fatality” 

 
March 7 & 8, 2019  Thorsby, Alabama 

Thursday, March 7, 2019  
 
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.   Registration 
 
8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  Introduction and Course Objectives Scene 
    Security and Accountability  
 
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.   Perimeter Room Of Decedent Entry Log Report 
    On Activities 
 
10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.   Assignments For The Investigation  
    What Tasks Are Needed 
    What Agencies Are To Be Notified 
    Dealing With Media 
 
10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.   When Do You Move The Body?  
    Times To Move The Body Before The 
    Investigation Is Completed 
 
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   Documentation Of The Decedent  
    Methods Of Documentation 
 
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.   Lunch (On Your Own) 
  
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.   Continuation Of Methods Of Documentation 
  
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.   Practical On Documentation  
    Taking Measurements And Preparing A 
    Diagram 
 
3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.   Processing The Decedent Area 
    Body Exam 
    Scene Exam 
 
Friday, March 8, 2019  
 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.   Continuation Of Processing The Decedent Area  
    Moving The Body From The Recovered Location 
    From The Scene Who Authorizes The Movement 
    Of The Body Blood Borne Disease Protection 
 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.   Victim's Location, Position And Appearance  
    Physical Location At Scene 
    Actual Position Of The Body 
 
11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   Identification Of The Victim  
    Questions To Ask 
 
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.   Lunch (On Your Own)  
 
1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.   Continuation Of Identification Of The Victim 
  
1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.   How Many Investigations Are There At A Fatality 
    Fire Investigation As To Fire Origin And 
    Causation Investigation As To Cause/Manner Of 
    Death Questions That Must Be Answered 
 
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.   Questions and Answers, Test 
 
4:00 p.m.   Certificate Presentation 

Seminar Title: Forensic Fire Explosion Death 
 Investigation “Fire Fatality” 
 
Instructor: Louis Shawn Phillips 
 

Seminar Location: Helen Jenkins Chapel 
 8700 Concordia Street 
 Thorsby, Alabama 35171 

 
When: March 7 & 8, 2019  

 
Registration Time:    8:00 A.M. (March 7, 2019) 

 
Hotel Reservations: Holiday Inn Express  
      815 Brad Berry Lane 
 Clanton, Alabama 35046 
 1-205-280-1880 
 Call Hotel For Current Rates (plus tax)  
   
Registration Fee: $295.00 Includes Forensic Fire Explosion Death Investigation 
 “Fire Fatality” Course Material, Coffee Breaks, and Certificate of 
 Completion. 

 3 Ways to Register for a Seminar! 
 

1.  Register Online at www.patc.com — Yellow link in upper left corner  
  

2.  Fax Form to Public Agency Training Council  FAX: 1-317-821-5096 
 

3.  Mail Form to  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

* * * Pre-payment is not required to register * * *  
 

Upon receiving your registration we will send an invoice to the department or agency .  
 

Checks, Claim Forms, Purchase Orders should be made payable to: 

Public Agency Training Council  

If you have any questions please call 

317-821-5085 (Indianapolis) 
800-365-0119 (Outside Indianapolis) 

Public Agency Training Council  
 5235 Decatur Blvd 

Indianapolis, Indiana  46241 
 

Federal ID# 47-4078912 
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Seminar ID 
#16269 

*NEW *NEW 

Note: To receive discount 
room rates, identify 

yourself with 
Current Rates 


